PSALM  104                         173

Soon as Thy thund'ring voice was heard,,         15

Fled fast, and straight the hills appear'd;

The humble valleys saw the sun.

Whilst the affrighted waters run

Into their channels, and no more

Shall drown the earth, or pass the shore.         20

10.  Amongst those vales the cool springs flow.,
And wash the mountains3 feet below.

11.  Thither for drink the whole herd strays;
There the wild ass his thirst allays ;

12.  And on the boughs that shade the spring         25
The feather'd choir shall sit and sing.

14, 15. When on her womb the dew is shed,
The pregnant earth is brought to bed,
And, with a fruitful birth increas'd,
Yields herbs and grass for man and beast:       30
Heart-strengthening bread, care-drowning wine^
And oil that makes the sleek face shine.

16.  On Lebanon His cedars stand,
Trees full of sap, works of His hand.

17.  In them the birds their cabins dight;               35
The fir-tree is the stork's delight.

18.  The wild goat on the hills, in cells
Of rocks the hermit coney, dwells.

19.  The moon observes her course; the sun
Knows when his weary race is done.                40

zo. And when the night her dark veil spreads,
The wilder beasts forsake their sheds:

21. The hungry lions hunt for blood,

And roaring beg from God their food.

22, 23   The sun returns: those beasts of prey              45

Fly to their dens, and from the day;
And whilst they in dark caverns lurk,
Man till the evening goes to work.

24. How full of creatures is the earth,

To which Thy wisdom gave their birth!           50